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1. (currently amended) A converting apparatus, comprising: (K ^ fc^^ 

a document inputting device inputting information of a structured documentlhat is written 
with a set of hierarchical elements, and composed of a plurality of records eapn including one 
element or more; &/k(f(jSi<j 

a joining device generating a new element by ^wifflteatttet rts of/£lements relatively at a 
same position among two records or more of the structured document 

a generating device generating a new record that includes the new element and inherits 
a relative position relationship of elements in the two records or more; 

a converting device converting the structured document by replacing the two records or 
more with the new record, thereby decreasing the number of hierarchical elements of the 
structured document; and 

a document outputting device outputting the structured document after being converted. 



12. (new) A method of compressing a hierarchically structured document, 
comprising: 

analyzing a hierarchy of the hierarchically structured document; and 

combining hierarchical elements of the hierarchically structured document responsive to 

common element names for the hierarchical elements and a common child element structure of 

the hierarchical elements. 



